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Education 
 

The University of Michigan School of Information 
Master of Science in Information, April 2007 
• Tailored Specialization in Libraries, Information Policy, and Law 
• Joseph B. Rounds Scholar 
• Michigan Special Libraries Association Scholar, 2007 
        
Bryn Mawr College 
Bachelor of Arts, May 2001 
• Majored in English with a concentration in Gender Studies 
• Cum Laude and Departmental Honors 
 

Employment History 
 

University Library, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 
 
Associate Intellectual Property Specialist, September 2006 – present 
• Research and answer specific questions on copyright and scholarly publishing issues 

from faculty, staff, and students. 
• Plan and implement an educational outreach campaign on copyright and publishing for 

University faculty, librarians, staff, students, and researchers. 
• Develop and teach workshops on a variety of copyright and publishing topics, such 

copyright basics, author rights, Open Access, and Creative Commons. 
• Provide copyright support to U-M’s digital library initiatives, including the 

institutional repository, the Scholarly Publishing Office, and the MBooks project. 
• Supervise and mentor a graduate student intern. 
• Redesigned and rewrote the U-M copyright website, http://copyright.umich.edu  
• Organized focus groups with faculty and students to assess the needs for copyright 

education on campus. 
 
Special Projects L ibrarian, September 2007 – present 
• Assist University Librarian Paul Courant with research and projects on topics in 

librarianship, higher education, scholarly communication, copyright, publishing, and 
library management. 

• Attend administrative meetings and participate in the drafting of administrative 
documents such as the annual library budget. 

• Set up and manage the University Librarian’s blog, Au Courant, http://paulcourant.net  
 
 
 



Committees 
• Usability Working Group (January 2008 Ð present): The Usability Working Group, 

http://www.lib.umich.edu/usability/ guides and implements usability testing of the 
Library's web resources and services, including the Library's locally generated web 
pages and resources, as well as customizable vendor supported resources, such as 
MetaLib, Aleph and SFX. 

• Library Communications Strategies Group (September 2007 Ð present): Offer support 
and guidance to the Library’s Communications Director. Provide input on Library 
development events and promotional materials.  

• Instructor College Steering Committee (August 2007 Ð present): Guide and organize 
programs for the Instructor College, http://www.lib.umich.edu/icollege/, a group in the 
library system striving to provide library staff with an opportunity to become better 
teachers and instructors through professional development, teaching, and 
collaboration.  

  
Scholarly Publishing Office, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 
 
Publishing Projects Librarian, May 2007 – September 2007 
• Investigated and produced a report on the journal publishing activity of departments 

and institutes at the University of Michigan. 
• Applied XML markup to manuscripts for publication. 
 
Law Library, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 
 
Intern, Reference Department, June 2006 – August 2006  
• Researched and implemented new software to support the Law School Faculty 

Publications Database. 
• Developed recommendations for new work processes for researching and updating the 

Faculty Bibliography. 
• Learned basic legal research skills to update the Faculty Bibliography. 
 
Office of Public Affairs & Media Relations, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI  
 
Intern, Google Library Project, January 2006 – May 2006  
• Analyzed publisher statements and news commentary related to coverage of Google 

Book Search and the Google Library Partnership  
• Researched other library digitization efforts and related legal scholarship.  
• Created content for an informational website (now outdated).   
• Attended sessions to prepare University President Mary Sue Coleman for a speech to 

members of the American Association of Publishers. 
http://www.umich.edu/pres/speeches/060206google.html  

 
Shapiro Undergraduate Library, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 
 
Reference Assistant, Sept 2005 – May 2006   
• Provided reference and advisory services for undergraduate students and the public.   
• Instructed students in basic research strategies, including use of the online catalog, 

networked electronic resources, and databases.  



 
The Wendy Weil Agency, Inc. (Literary Agency), New York, NY 
 
Associate, July 2001 – May 2004  
• Managed permission requests and contracts for reprint rights of clients’ work. 
• Created new boilerplate contract for digital and audio permissions contracts.   
• Supervised interns in evaluating unsolicited manuscript submissions. 
• Read and evaluated manuscript submissions.  
• Acted as assistant to Wendy Weil – handled correspondence, schedule, and 

submissions to publishers, and participated in contract negotiations. 
 

Workshops Taught 
 

Copyright and Publishing Essentials 
This one-hour workshop can be tailored to suit the needs of specific departments, or 
arranged to suit a single diverse audience of faculty, staff and students. It emphasizes that 
academics are both the creators and users of copyrighted material, and focuses on a 
balanced interpretation of the law that supports both of those roles. The workshop covers 
the basics of copyright, including how long copyright lasts, how copyright happens, who 
is the copyright holder, and how to transfer a copyright. It also addresses fair use, how 
and why to deposit articles in institutional and subject-based repositories, and how to 
negotiate a publishing agreement using an author addendum. 
 
Copyright Essentials for Dissertation Writers 
This workshop is part of the Library’s Digital Dissertations Series, designed to provide 
doctoral students with the tools they need to complete their dissertations. It covers the 
same copyright basics as the Copyright and Publishing Essentials workshop, as well as 
issues specific to dissertation writers, such as when and how to request permission to use 
copyrighted material, and what it means to publish a thesis with UMI. 
 
Some Rights Reserved: An Introduction to Creative Commons 
I developed this workshop for the Enriching Scholarship program, an annual week-long 
series that offers pedagogical and hands-on skill-building sessions for faculty and other 
University instructors, but I have since taught it as a staff development course for 
librarians, and to groups of graduate students. It is an interactive hour that explains 
Creative Commons licenses and how they work, and then explores a variety of websites 
where users can find and share Creative Commons-licensed content.  
 
Open Access: Definitions and Debates 
This session begins with a very basic explanation of copyright law and what’s wrong 
with it, and then goes on to evaluate a possible solution. It acquaints participants with the 
history of the Open Access movement, the most common definitions of Open Access, 
and the roots of publisher-driven opposition to Open Access mandates, and then 
promotes a discussion about the potential impact of Open Access on the lives of the 
workshop participants. I have taught this workshop for library staff, and as a guest lecture 
in a School of Information Collection Development course.  

 
 



Professional Affiliations 
 

American Library Association 
2007 – present  
Copyright Advisory Network Team Member, 2007 Ð 2009  
• Received two days of training in copyright at ALA’s Washington Office  
• Answer copyright questions from librarians and the general public at the Copyright 

Advisory Network Forums, http://librarycopyright.net. 
• Blog about copyright news and resources at http://librarycopyright.net/wordpress  
  
Special Libraries Association, University of Michigan  
2005 – 2007  
President, Student Chapter, 2006 Ð 2007    
  
Association of AuthorsÕ Representatives 
2001 – 2004  
Associate Member 
 

Skills and Interests 
 
Technology Skills 
Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook, Entourage)  
Web 2.0 (blogs, wikis, Facebook, Flickr, del.icio.us, WordPress and CommentPress, RSS 
 aggregators, etc.) 
Basic web design (CSS, HTML) 
Adobe Photoshop  
 
Language Skills 
Proficient Spanish, spoken and written. I lived and traveled in Spain from June 2004 to 
May 2005. 
 
Hobbies and Personal Interests 
Photography 
Food and cooking 
Bicycling 
Modern dance and performance art 
 
 
 
 


